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IF A TRAUMA CASE STATE:

Injury date: 7»20—-)7 Hospital Date(s):
CIRCUMSTANCES : &See Investigator Report form #3
[Jas listed below
[[] souxce:

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is identified by toe tags and is that of anmembalmd refrigerated,
\"_____,...-J

adult []female [asian
[Jelderly fdmale [JBlack
[ teenage fdj Caucasian
[ JHispanic
who appears fA about the reported age of L) years.

[Jolder than the reported
[} the reported
[Jyounger than the reported

The body weighs \ 67 pounds, [J cachectic.

o ) . [mildly/moderately/extremely obese.
measures 6 ] inches and is [Jpoorly nourished.
[J thin.

Xwell-built, muscular and fairly well-nourished.
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[JThe skin is free of abrasions, bruises, lacerations, scars and burns.
or

O Th&re Qre qa‘s\we OaJDrCt%ms cve,~ Yo cxn\}u)ey—

el w‘h/\ a ch‘% ot Suspurcion b L)
4o no\MLGV"

. [[Ipresent.
Wrist scars are @gbsent

Tattoo(s) are: | [not present

tdpresent and.:.dent:.ﬁed as ~(:,l') sk_]pLyo @ m—() j()'c;rwzé vy
the avms, “LEIG ) P P A T
c:)fac_;c‘-h wadh “hI VR f’A&QK o She bawo)'- (=N

ovy e 6-;—(';7’ M T C-CR“V?"

[(JRigor has presumably been altered/abolished.
[dRigor mortis is present

R Livor mortis is »ﬁer av\J v Fhe )QC\‘S Alovn O«A‘Mf‘TQY'Cj’&tg’ S’P“S

care prewwt -
The head is normocephalic and (] covered by (Obtack hair.
fdpartly covered by [Jblond
[Abrown
[Jred
O /gray
There is [Ino balding and the hair [JLong in.
[ complete can be described as 2 short in.
[] frontal (JCurly
fdmid-biparietal [JStraight
[Joccipital [J Tightly Curled
[ temporal [wavy

Mustache is . Beard is @bsentypresent and described as
" S ——

Examination of the eyes reveals

dIrides that ppear to be ¢ in color and sclerae that are
WMo 6" | Ciurody (.
[Jcorneal :emoval (eye. bank) . -~ -

[JEye shields in place.

" tai
There @are no petechial hemorrhages of the conjunctivae of the lids and/or the

sclerae. The oronasal passages are unobstructed.
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The clothing—can-be_deseribed—as—

INITIAL INCISION:

The body cavities are entered through

fd The standard coronal incision.
(X The standard “Y” shaped incision.
(JAdditional incisions are

([dNo foreign material is present in the mouth, upper airway and trachea.

EVIDENCE OF INTERNAL INJURIES:

E]]D:magrammad on form{s) # /
/
/
/
/
/
/
/

/

NECK:

The neck organs ére’!are not removed en bloc with the tongue. No lesions are present
nor is trauma of the gingiva, lips or oral mucosa demonstrated. There is no edema of
the larynx. Both hyoid bone and larynx are intact and without fractures. No
hemorrhage is present in the adjacent throat organs, investing fascia

“Thew 15 hermotrhay o e Téﬁ #emv mastadt sl - '
thyroid or visceral fascia. There are/afé no prevertebral fascial hemorrhages. The

tongue when sectioned shows no trauma/ozr”
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[(has postmortem discoloration.
The mucosa [Jis focally hemorrhagic.

pdis intact and pale.
[Jis severely injected throughout.
[Jis ulcerated.

The lungs are

[(Jatelectatic ffdependent congestion.
{J erepitant and there is [Jpostmortem softening.
("] emphysematous

¥ subcrepitant

The left lung weights 5‘10 grams .

The right lung weighs 720> grams.

[[Jare punctured.
The visceral pleurae E]a_ra gscarred.

[} are smooth and intact.
[Jare thickened.
[Jcontain marginal blebs.

i congested.

[[J congested and edematous.
[[] consolidated.
[Jhemorrhagic.

[Inodular.

The parenchyma is

] The pulmonary vasculature is without thromboembolism.

[] Thromboemboli are/are not present in the distal tertiary branches.

] Thromboemboli are/are not present in the extrapulmonic portions of the pulmonary
artery.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:

{ ] corrosion.
The esophagus(isyhas [8intact throughout.
[] terminal postmortem erosion.
[Julceration.
[Jwvarices.

The stomach distended by J—
contains 99’ ce of c(ear ’(‘ 'buvd{

The mucosa ‘19 En“)‘ac": A )"Hflocft J'\QWS OVYLac}/-» S O ]QC—‘«'K‘[‘\ AL
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The fallopian tubes are unremarkable/or e

The endometrium is / /

The cervix and vagina have.d normal appearance for the ade.

[~
[Jecystic.
The ovaries are [0 1large.

Jnodular and solid.
[Jnot identified.

Male:

The prostate is [Jenlarged.

pdwithout enlargement or nodularity.

Both testes are in the scrotum are unremarkable and without trauma/pr

HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM:

The spleen weighs {70 grams and is mlaxgﬂm

The capsule is | []jntact. The parenchyma is | [Rdark red.
[J1acerated. b firm.
4 smooth. [ mushy.
[Jwrinkled. {Ipale.

There is an@ increased follicular pattern.

[ Lymph nodes throughout the body are small and inconspicuous.
[[]There is generalized lymph node prominence and enlargement.
[JThere is focal enlargement of lymph nodes in the following areas:

The bone is brittlefnot Temarkable:s
The bone marrow of the vertebr is

f{d red and moist.

[ the usual appearance for the age.
[[Junremarkable.
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SPECIAL PROCEDURES:

. / have been submitted
[[IBiopsies of to the lab
[0 Cultures oi/ /

/

s

[ Anesthesiology consultation(s) was/were requested.
[JAnthropology

[]Criminalistics
[]Jodontology

) Ophthalmo

(] Pulmo
[ISyrgical

/

PHOTOGRAPHY :

[JAt scene photos are/are not available.
[INo photos are taken.

i Photographs have been taken prior to and/ez-during the course of the autopsy.

RADIOLOGY:

[JThe body is fluoroscoped
M No x-rays are obtained.

[JThe body is fluozoscoped and x-rays are taken of the head/chest/

WITNESSES:

4 None
O

of
oA

[]1arD witnessed the autopsy.
(lLaso

DIAGRAMS USED:

Diagram form(s) # 20, 22

N were used
during the performance of the autopsy.

The diagrams are not intended to be facsimiles.
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COMMON ABBREVIATIONS
Abnormal NGT = Nasogastric Tube
Abrasion NPD = No Pathologic Diagnosis
Ante Mortem NPW = Needle Puncture Wound
Aortic Valve NTFP = No Evidence of Any Significant
And Trauma or Foul Play
Blood NL = Normal
Black NE = Not Examined
Blue NW = Not Weighed
Brown # = Number
Congestion/Contusion ) = Negative or No
Chest Tube 0S = Old Scar
Direction P = Pictorial or Path
Diagnosis PER = Pupils Equal & Round
Ecchymosis PM = Post Mortem
Epidural Hemorrhage PV = Pulmonic Valve
Exclusive of Trauma Q = Quadrant
Entrance R = Right
Endotracheal Tube ROM = Right of Middle
Exit RV = Right Ventricle
Female Rx = Treatment
Fresh Puncture S = Scar
Fracture SAH = Subarachnoid Hemorrhage
Green SDH = Subdural Hemorrhage
Gray SGH = Subgaleal Hemorrhage
Gunshot Wound Sh = Shaved
Hemorrhage SP = Status Post
Hazel STH = Sofit Tissue Hemarrhage
Incision SW = Stab Wound
Intercostal Space TOH = Top of Head
Intracranial Pressure Monitor v = Tricuspid Valve
Intravenous Line W = Wound
Left Anterior Descending Coronary Artery WDWN = Well Developed, Well Nourished
Lateral c = With
Left or Laceration s = Without
Left of Middle WNL = Within Normal Limits
Left Ventricle WT = Weight
Male

Middle or Midline
Mitral Valve
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County of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner
Investigator’s Narrative

g
9%

=4 s
umber: 2017 Gz Decedent: BENNINGTON, CHESTER CHARLES

His primary medical doctor was Dr.
William Lang. The decedent had been prescribed antidepressants in the past but had not used
them in over a year. He also used Ambien occasionally. He was currently in an outpatient
treatment program and was supposed to be sober. He flew home from their family cabin in
Arizona on the night of 07/19 because he had a work event scheduled for 07/20. She last
communicated with him via text message on the night of 07/19 after his plane landed in Los
Angeles. She stated the Uber vehicle that arrived on 07/20 was sent by the band management.
She stated the journal found on the nightstand was one he maintained for his outpatient treatment
program. She also stated that she did not find a suicide note in his phone. | also asked her about
the fingernail pieces and she stated that he often does that when anxious.

Scene Description:

The scene was the upstairs bedroom in a home located at the above location. The decedent was
observed hanging with a ligature around his neck. The ligature was a black ieather belt with a
metal buckle engraved with “Hugo Boss”. The belt was looped around the decedent’s neck then
through the buckie, before extending up towards the door frame. The belt passed between the
top edge of a door and the door frame. The buckle was at the posterior of the decedent’s neck.
The height of the door frame was 65 inches. From the floor to the level of the buckle at the
decedent’s neck was 48 inches. The ligature measured from the buckle at the neck to the tip of
the belt was 28 inches. In the decedent’s front left pocket was an American Airlines folded
boarding pass in his name for flight 840 from Phoenix to Los Angeles. In his front right pocket
were coins.

To the left of the decedent was a nightstand on top of which was an iPhone that was password
protected. The passcode was required to enable Touch ID. Underneath the phone there were
multiple fingernail pieces. The door of the nightstand was ajar. There was another iPhone (or
iPod) inside the nightstand but it was powered off. The lamp on the nightstand was powered on.
There were also fingernail pieces an a table attached to a sofa in the bedroom.

On a dresser in the room was a prescription for Zolpidem 10mg containing one tablet broken in
haif. It was prescribed to || NN =S filled on 06/29/2017.
It had been removed from the nightstand adjacent to the decedent by paramedics, as reported by
Officer Belda. Also on this dresser was a one pint glass bottle of Corona, less than half full.

On the counter of an attached bathroom was an empty glass bottle of Stella Artois, two bottle
caps (Stella and Corona), two pairs of glasses, a wallet, and a towel. There was an empty 7-
Eleven bag on the floor of the bathroom. There was a gray shirt in the hamper in the bathroom.
The trash can in the bathroom was empty.

Also in the bedroom | discovered a journal with handwritten apparent biography that was not
dated. There was also a typed apparent biography in another nightstand. h

The door the decedent was in front of led to a small room, with two fuggage bags on the floor
containing clothing and shoes.

Evidence:

On 07/20/2017 at 1140 hours | collected medical evidence from the scene and later booked it into
the evidence department at the Forensic Science Center. The ligature was left with the decedent.
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County of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner
Investigator’s Narrative

Case Number: 2017 Decedent: BENNINGTON, CHESTER CHARLES

Body Examination:

The decedent was an adult Caucasian male observed hanging with a ligature around his neck in
the above described scene. His arms were extended straight down. His legs were flexed at the
knees with both feet touching the carpeted floor. He was clad in blue jeans, a brown belt that was
unbuckied, and black underwear. He had short brown hair, brown eyes, unshaven facial hair, and
natural teeth. His tongue was clenched between his teeth and slightly protruding from the mouth.
The bottom lip and tip of the tongue were slightly dehydrated. There was thick emesis from the
nares and residue of this on the chest. There were no petechiae noted. The decedent had
multiple tattoos including: rose with branches and initials on banners on the chest; flames on both
farearms; “Linkin Park” on the low back; various image on the back. Rigor mortis observed at
1125 hours was rated a 3 throughout the body. Livor mortis observed at 1128 hours was
consistent with the found position, on the distal arms and legs, and blanched with hard fingertip
pressure. There were also apparent Tardieu spots on the feet.

identification:

On 07/20/2017 at 1646 hours, the decedent was positively identified as Chester Bennington
(DOB 03/20/1976) by Federal Bureau of Investigations fingerprint comparison. His California
Driver License #D6950703 identified him as Chester Charles Bennington.

Next of Kin Notification:

On 07/20/2017 the decedent’s wife and legal next of kin, || EEGEGzGE 25 notified of the
death by NI housekeeper. | confirmed notification with [ N
telephonically on 07/20/2017.

Tissue Donation:
Family members did not consent to tissue donation by the time of report completion.
Autopsy Notification:

There was no request for autopsy notification.

INVESTIGATOR CHOLAKIANS SUPERVISOR # Geg.9(
#604323

Oleare G,
07/20/2017

Date of Report
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