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It is my opinion that death was caused by hanging.
 
Per the investigative report and the police report, the decedent was found partially suspended by a resistance exercise
band in his hotel room by his security guard on May 18, 2017. The security guard had to kick in the decedent’s locked
hotel room door and locked bedroom door.  The security guard found the decedent on the bathroom floor with a
resistance exercise band around his neck which was looped around itself using the resistance exercise band handle. The
opposite end of the resistance exercise band was attached to a metal clip device, which was placed over the top of the
bathroom door.  The security guard released the resistance exercise band from the top of the door, loosened the end of
the resistance exercise band around the decedent’s neck, and began resuscitative efforts.  Despite resuscitation, the
decedent was pronounced dead at the scene on May 18, 2017.
 
The autopsy was most significant for a ligature furrow mark of the neck, congestion of the head and neck above the
ligature furrow mark, florid petechiae of the facial skin, and confluent petechiae of the left and right palpebral
conjunctivae, all consistent with hanging, partially suspended by the resistance exercise band.
 
There were no other injuries or any diseases present that contributed to death. Postmortem toxicology detected butalbital,
lorazepam, pseudoephedrine and its metabolite norpseudoephedrine, caffeine, and naloxone in the decedent’s blood.
These drugs did not contribute to the cause of death.
 
Based on the circumstances surrounding this death and the autopsy findings, the manner of death is suicide.
 
 
 
printed by:  kmr

Theodore Brown, M.D., Assistant Medical Examiner

Theodore Brown, M.D., Assistant Medical Examiner
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Case Number: 17 - 6097  
Name: Christopher Cornell
Date of Pronounced Death: May 18, 2017
Date of Postmortem Examination: May 18, 2017
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:
 
The body was that of a normally developed, adult white male appearing about the recorded age of 52 years.  The body
measured 6 feet 3 inches in length and weighed 180 pounds.  The body was cool to touch from refrigeration, rigor
mortis was partially developed, and livor mortis was present posteriorly and unfixed.  Clothing consisted of a previously
torn gray t-shirt and black underwear.  
 
The head was normocephalic. The scalp had long brown hair and streaks of gray.  Facial hair consisted of a brown
mustache and partial beard with gray streaks. The eyes had blue-hazel irides. The teeth were natural and in a good
state of repair.  The frenula were intact. There were no masses discernable in the neck and the larynx was in the
midline.  
 
The thorax was symmetrical and unremarkable.  The abdomen was soft and flat.  The external genitalia were those of
an adult circumcised male.  The extremities and back had no significant deformities. The wrists had no scars. The
medial aspect of the right thumb had a 1 x 0.7 centimeter red ulcer. The left knee had multiple, up to 2 centimeters,
scars. The anterior aspect of the left leg had two, 3.5 x 3 centimeters, each, ecchymoses.  Tattoos consisted of images
and inscriptions on the right shoulder.
 
EVIDENCE OF TREATMENT:
 
An endotracheal tube was in place and was secured by adhesive tape wrapped around the head. The skin under the
adhesive tape had a red-purple discoloration. The mid aspect of the lower lip had a focal, tan abrasion. Adhesive
defibrillator pads were on the torso. The left antecubital fossa had four, 0.1 centimeter to 0.2 centimeter, needle
puncture wounds. An intraosseous catheter extended from the anterior aspect of the right leg.
 
The soft tissues and muscles of the chest had multiple foci of hemorrhage. The anterior aspects of the right second
through sixth and left second through fifth ribs were fractured. The anterior mediastinal soft tissues were hemorrhagic.
The anterior aspects of the right and left lungs had focal areas of hemorrhage.
 
EVIDENCE OF INJURY- HANGING:

Cause of Death:
HANGING

Manner of Death:
Suicide

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Other Significant Conditions:
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A circumferential ligature furrow mark was around the neck. On the anterior aspect and left side of the neck, the ligature
furrow mark was dry, red-purple, and had areas of pallor. On the right side and posterior aspect of the neck, the ligature
furrow mark was dry, faint red-purple, and had a central area of pallor.
 
On the anterior aspect of the neck, the ligature furrow mark was 11-1/2 inches below the top of the head, up to 0.5
centimeter wide, and above the thyroid cartilage. On the left side of the neck, the ligature furrow mark extended
posterior and upward, and was up to 1.2 centimeters wide. On the right side of the neck, the ligature furrow mark
extended posterior and upward, and was up to 2 centimeters wide. On the posterior aspect of the neck, the ligature
furrow mark curved upward and was 8 inches below the top of the head. In addition, the posterior aspect of the neck
had four, less than 0.1 centimeter to 0.5 centimeter, dry, tan, abrasions, associated with the ligature furrow mark.
 
A layered dissection of the anterior aspect of the neck demonstrated no hemorrhages of the soft tissues and muscles.
The hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage had no fractures.
 
Associated with the hanging was pronounced congestion of the head and neck above the ligature furrow mark, florid
petechiae of the facial skin, and confluent petechiae of the left and right palpebral conjunctivae. 
 
INTERNAL EXAMINATION:
 
An autopsy was performed utilizing the normal thoraco-abdominal and posterior coronal scalp incisions. The pleural
cavities, pericardial sac, and peritoneal cavity had smooth serosal surfaces and the viscera were in their normal
anatomical positions. Except for the above previously described injuries, the internal systems were as follows: 
 
Head:
No abnormality was noted in the reflected scalp, calvarium, dura, meninges, or the base of the skull.  The 1600 gram
brain was free of neoplastic and other focal lesions, infarcts, and hemorrhages.  The cerebral vascular system was
congested.  
 
Neck:
No abnormality was noted in the cervical muscles, hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage, trachea, or the cervical vertebral
column.
 
Cardiovascular System:
The 400 gram heart had a normal configuration with an unremarkable epicardial surface and a mild amount of
epicardial fat.  The coronary arteries had no significant atherosclerotic disease.  No acute thrombi were present. The
left ventricular free wall was 1.8 centimeters thick; the interventricular septum was 1.7 centimeters thick; and the right
ventricular free wall was 0.3 centimeter thick.  No focal endomyocardial lesions were present.  The papillary muscles
and chordae tendineae were not thickened, and the heart valves were unremarkable.  The aorta had no significant
atherosclerosis. 
 
Respiratory System:
The larynx and trachea were unremarkable. The epiglottis had focal areas of congestion.  The right and left lungs
weighed 1150 grams and 975 grams, respectively. The parenchyma was red-dark red and congested.  No pulmonary
emboli were identified.  
 
Hepatobiliary System:
The 1750 gram liver had firm dark tan surfaces and an unremarkable parenchymal pattern. The gallbladder was
unremarkable. 
 
Hemolymphatics:
The 225 gram spleen had smooth surfaces and dark purple firm pulp.  There was no significant lymphadenopathy.  
 
Alimentary System:
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The lateral aspects of the tongue had multiple, up to 2 centimeters, foci of congestion. The posterior aspect of the
tongue was congested. The esophagus, stomach, small bowel, appendix, and colon were unremarkable.  The lining of
the stomach had an intact and unremarkable rugal pattern and the contents of the stomach consisted of approximately
10 milliliters of tan-brown fluid. No pills were in the stomach.  
 
Pancreas:
The pancreas had an unremarkable tan lobulated pattern.  
 
Endocrine System:
The thyroid gland had a normal bilobed configuration.  The adrenal glands were each unremarkable with golden-yellow
cortices.  
 
Genitourinary System:
The right and left kidneys weighed 125 grams and 150 grams, respectively.  Each kidney had smooth cortical surfaces
and normal cortico-medullary regions. The bladder was tan, smooth, and unremarkable. The prostate gland had
multiple, up to 1.5 centimeters, centrally-located, tan, well-circumscribed nodules.   
 
Musculoskeletal System:
All of the muscles and axial skeleton were free of any significant abnormalities.  
 
Routine tissue specimens were retained in formalin for one year after autopsy in accordance with the current record
retention schedule.
 
MICROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION
 
Cassette Summary:
 1.   Liver
 2.   Kidneys
 3.   Lung, right upper and middle lobes
 4.   Lung, right lower lobe
 5.   Lung, left upper and lower lobes
 6.   Heart, left ventricular free wall
 7.   Heart, septum
 8.   Heart, septum
 9.   Brain, cerebral cortex (including meninges)
10.  Brain
 
Heart: Foci of increased interstitial and perivascular fibrosis with associated myocyte hypertrophy.
Lungs: Vascular congestion.
Liver: No significant histopathologic abnormality.
Kidneys: No significant histopathologic abnormality.
Brain: No significant histopathologic abnormality.
 
 
ANATOMIC DIAGNOSES
 
  1. Hanging: 
a. Ligature furrow mark of the neck
b. Congestion of the head and neck above the ligature furrow mark
      	c. Florid petechiae of the facial skin
      	d. Confluent petechiae of the left and right palpebral conjunctivae
  2. Status post acute cardiopulmonary resuscitation
  3. Concentric left ventricular hypertrophy
  4. Pulmonary congestion
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  5. Multinodular prostate gland    	
 
POSTMORTEM TOXICOLOGY
 
Caffeine Positive - Peripheral Blood
Naloxone Positive - Peripheral Blood
Butalbital 5.4 mcg/mL - Peripheral Blood
Lorazepam 41 ng/mL - Peripheral Blood
Pseudoephedrine 170 ng/mL - Peripheral Blood
Norpseudoephedrine 10 ng/mL - Peripheral Blood
Barbiturates Presump Pos - Urine

(End of Report)
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