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~ CORONER'S REPORT OF INVESTIGATION Form 205-(4. t . .JSOn City, Iowa 

In Account With .... " . . . " . . 
v.e.rr.o . ..Gor.dD. ......................... ::. .......... ..: ..... : ..... c6iirity; ·· Iowa} . .. . For Inv~stigatio;' . 0) .the_ DcG~n of 

......................... _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ ...... _ .......... _ .......................... _ .. _... ._ . ...,1}.g,J;J..~§ ... n.! ..... ~:.. ... ~1.~.~/~ ...... : :..,~ . .:..;._.-:~ .. ..; .............. _ .......... . 
RaJDlL~!."-.§BiJ~y..1 ... ~~ .... p.!. .. !~~~.~I13 .............. , Coroner. . Address ~.~~~~.c:.~.!...~.E!.~~.?.: ............................................... . 

BE IT ' REMEMBERED, That on the .•.... ,Jr.d ...... day of ... l.eb, .............................................. , 19 . .52 ... , information was given 

the undersigned, ... J~:aJ..,nh .. ~.t ••• ~m11~y. ...... tL~ ... P..! .. .!}.Qtj,n.e:: .. , Coroner of .......... g.~.r.~:r.9.. .. ~~Q.:r:?0 ...................... COUnty, Iowa, 
that the body af ... _ .... ~b.r1r..4.~.~ .. H.Q;J,.1f.!.Y.: ........... _ ............... : ... : ........ : ........... : ......... _ ........................................... had been found 

""l. I :' C. 18 T'; l <;I . ., . his at •.•. MO:.::..lc'.ec •• _. • . ..w.,nS;Q 11 .. ;,l'O ••••••• _ ........................... in sold County, supposed to have come to ...... _ .................. death 
by vlolencer~tneeM;-e..-has~itnottt-ettendence~-o-~rt. In the latter case the Coroner, under Chapter 141, 

Code of Iowa, must be called to sign the death certificate. An investigation conducted . .?'.eb ..... J ... and ... 4 ................... , 19.5.0 ... . 
reveals facts of 0 financial notl.lre, as follows: ' 

Deceased II resident af ........... 1~9.l:?9.~k, .... '!'.~~~§ .......................................................................................................... : .............. . 
Relatives or others financially re~nsible .......... L.d.a .. no:t.:.lilio.yl .............. : ......... ~ ......................................................... : ............. . 

Estate left --...... _ ...... 1 .. do .. ,n~:~~~f~···~·oo .. ··i~~-;; .. :;:ii~·6· .... ~;·t;~~r'·s· .. f·~esT: .. ·2···cuTr·iInk·s· .. ··siIv·er 
.Pe~1 eHects fou~ on bcfr2"fii·c1i .. 15~rt:s .. yJvIiig· .. j-ewel~(r15aiia;·· .. t<)p .. i50r·tion .. ·or--ball'p5tAt'''rj~fr:'' 
~:spo$ltlon of persrf?1 etfe~:; .. ·~·~··~ij:m5tr ...... ··~· ........ ·:·--· .. · .. i~~~;·: .... · .. · .. · .............................. _ .. _ ....... : ......................... .. 

sposltlon of body •• J.l.QQ).(; .. r. .P.D ... rn.J.._.fiDJJl!~ ..... .c.l .•. ar_.L_.k.~.I ...... _ .. _ ...... _ .. _ ..... _ .. _ .. _ .................. _ .. _ ..... _ ...... _ .............. _ .. _ ..... . 
Corone~. Transcript of Feel--To County Auditor 

CORONER'S FEES 
(Sec. 340.19. Code of Iowa, and Chop. 12 and 47, 44th G: A.J' 

Inquest or Investigation, including return, $10 

To Comply with Chop. 141, Code of Iowa, $5 

Jury Order, 25 cents. ................................... .. 

Warrants, 25 cents .............. : ......................... .. 

Subpoena, 25 cents ·each .......... : .................... . 

Mileage; 7c per mile, not automob!le , exp ....... .. 

Docket Case, $1 ............................................. . 

. Amount ' 

$ ... J..Q.~.QQ .... 

....... _,~.?5. .... 
1.00 

................ - ....................................................... $ .......... : ........ . 

Name 

Tofal Coroner's Fees $.Jl!.§.5. .... .. 
CONSTABLE'S FEES 

(See. 601.129) 
$ .................. .. 

REPORTER'S fEES 
sOe on hour. (~. 339.10) 

Amount 

$ .................. .. 

....................... 
Total Reporter's Fee $ ................... . 

WITNESS FEES--Giv. NaM •• nd Address if Out of Town 
Fee $2.00 per day end lOe per mile. (S~. 339.23) 

.................................................... , -... -..... $ ................... . 

.......................................................... , 
: ' ................................ ...................... , 

... _ .................. _ .......................... , ..... _ .. , ........... . ........... _ ...... . 

....... _ ................ -:, ......................... -., ......... , 

......................................................... , ........ , 

. ...................................................................... , .......... , 

............................ '"' .............................. , .......... , 

............. _ ...................................... _ ..•.. , ......... , .......... .. ............................ 

I 
I 

. Sur:nmonlng Jl.!rY, $1.00 (no mileage) ............ .. 

Subpoena, 15 cents each ... _ ...................... _ .... . 

Total WitneSS: F~s $ .................. .. 

MISCELLANEOUS COSTS 
(Unusual Items) 

$ .. : ... :::1 .. : ........ • 1 
J 
! 

Mileage, 7c per mile ....................................... . 

..... _ ..... _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ ............... _ .. _ ............................................ .......... . 

Total Constable's Fees $ ................... . 
......................... 

JURY FEES-Give N • ..,.. 
F .. S2.oo Pt1' dav: Mlleooe ICc OM wav. (Sec. 339.23) Total Miscellaneous Costs $ ...... ............ .. 

.................. 1 : ......... _................................... • •• _ ............. .. 

.................. 2:.............................................. .. ................ .. 
RECAPITUU. TIOH 

$.}..~.~.~:? ..... Coroner's Fees ............................................... . 

3: ................... .......................... . .............................. Constable's Fees ........................................... . 

Total Jury Fees $ ................... .. Juror's Fees .................................................. .. 

.. PHYSICIAN'St-AND SURGEON'S FEES 
(Give blames and Add..-sl 

Physician's Fees ...................................... : ..... . 

Reporter's Fees ...... ; ...................................... . 
, . ....•.... _ .................. _ ...... _ ................... _ .............. . $ .................. .. Witness Fees ............................ : ................... .. 

Miscellaneous Costs ...................................... .. 
•••••.••••. 1 •• _ •• _ ••• ____ . .............. _ ..................................... . . ................... . . ....................................... _ ............................. _............. . .... .. .. ............... . 

Total PhysicIan's and Surgean's Fees $ .................. .. Total Amount of Claims $;1.1 ,.6.5 ........ 
J swear that the above accol.lnt Is just and tl'\le, Is under authority of low and has not been paid, or any part thereof. I make 

this statement for the purpose of obtaining payment of said claim. 

Subscribed and swom to before me this .... ;l:Lh ........ ::hy of ........ ~:eh ...... -f:') .......... ,1 .... . ~ .... , ~.5.~ ... .. 
.... i:.B.l~h .. ~;A ... ~milex ... J; A ... DA .. L~1in[:: ........... , Coroner. . ........... .1}S.~ ... t. .. A.~);~r.kh.fr. .............. .. 

II • ! II !;" i ! I 

Autopsyfiles.org - Buddy Holly Autopsy Report

http://www.autopsyfiles.org

: CORONER'S REPORT OF INVESTIGATION Form 20S-G. I . .lSOn City, Iowa 

Ce.rr.o . ..Gor.dn ......................... : ............. ..: ..... .' ..... C6~rity, ·· Iowa} . For Inv~sti g~tiOf"! . 0) .the. D..ofn of 

_ ... _ ..... _ .. _. __ .. __ .::_~:~~:~_ ......... _ .... :._ .. _._ .. _._ ._.~M!;l~-'l.Jj-'--.. iiQ.n~L ... = .. .:..:.._ .. : ... ..; .......................... . 
RaJ9h .. ~! . .... §B~.~~Y..1 ... ~~ .... p.!. .. :~~!-.~I1 .. J •••••••••••••• , Coroner. . Address !":.1!.!?~Q~.!~.L.~.~~?-~.: ............................................... . 

I 
I · , 
1 , 
I 
J 

BE IT ' REMEMBERED, That on the .•.... .3rd ...... day of ... l.eb, .............................................. , 19 . .52 ... , information was given 
R'h ..... S·] I'D ,t· ' . f"' ( . ." the undersigned, ...... ;a.A-.n ..... ~.t ••••• m1 .. ;§:f. ...... :·j. ......... ! .. .LQ .. £n.e:. ... , Coroner of .......... ~·Lfi!.r.X.Q •• ::.QX.P.0 ......•...••......•..• COUnty, Iowa, 

that the body af ......... ~b.7.r.:J.§.~ .• H.QJ..l~: ............................ : ... : ............................................................................ had been found 
'"'1.1 :. c. lC"l T';' 1 t;\ . .• • his at ••.. MO;.;:..h'.ec..... ~ .. A-M-ll~Q .... 1l •• r.l0 ................................... .in sold County, supposed to hove come to .......................... death 

by vlolenc.r~tneeM;-e,...has~witnotlt-ettendence~-o-~rT. In the latter cose the Coroner, under Chopter 141, 

Code of Iowa, must be called to sign the death certificate. An investigation conducted . .t'.eb ..... J ... and ... 4 ................... , 19.59 ... . 
reveals facts of 0 financial notvre, as follows: . 
Deceased Is resident of •...•....•. 1~9.g9£J5., .... '!'.~~~§ ................ : ........................................................................................ : .............. . 
R.latlves or oth.rs financially re~ponsible .......•.. L.d.a .. D.o:t.:Jli)o.w ............. : ......... ~ ......................................................... : ............. . 

Estate I.ft -.-.............. 1 .. do .. ll~:;~~f&···:oo .. ···i~~;;··Fii~·6·····~;t;~~r'·s···f~~sT:···2···cUIr·U .. nk·s·····siTv·er 
. P.~I effects fou:' on bcf!2'"~ii"c1i··15~rt:s··J:vIng·~j·ewel~(r15ana~····top··o·o,i"tfon"'or--ba!l'rotftt:" !i~tr;" 
Disposition af pe~J?1 effecf6·;···~·~··rJi·l:~·Otr···· · · ··~· ·······i~·-.. ······i~;:;~·:····· .. ··································-.. -....... ~ .......................... . 
Disposition of body ••• l1QQ).\ •. r. .P.n ... rE.J.._fiD.'Ql!~ ..... .c.l.,.aX'_ ... _.k.e..s ...... _ .. _ ................ _ .. _ .. _ ...... _ .............. _ ..... _ ...... _ .................. _._ .. . 

Coroner'. Transcript of Fen--To County Auditor 

CORONER'S FEES 
(Sec. 3"0.19, Code of Iowa, and Chop. 12 ond 47. 4 .. th G. A.I" 

Inquest or Inv.stlgatlon, including ret\Jm, $10 

To Comply with Chop. 141, Code of Iowa, $5 

Jury Order, 25 cents. ................................... .. 

Warrants, 25 cents. ............. : .......................... . 

Subpoena, 25 cents ·each ....•..... : .................... . 

Mileage, 7c per mile, not automobile .xp ........ . 

Dock.t Case, $1 ............................................. . 

. Amount ' 

$ ... )..Q.~.QQ .... 

....... _,~§5. .... 
1.00 

......................................................................... $ ................... . 

Nom. 

Totol Coroner's Fees $.JJ.:.9.5. ..... . 
CONSTABLE'S FEES 

(Sec. 601.129) 
$ ................... . 

REPORTER'S fEES 
sOe on hour. (~. 339.10) 

"mount 

................................................................ - ... :~ .. $ .................... . 

............. __ .. -............................ _ .......................... __ ... _-_ ........ .......................... . 

Total RepOrter's Fee $ ................... . 

WITNESS FEES--GI •• No",. ond Address If Out of Town 
Fee $2.00 pet day and lOe per mile. (S~. 339.23) 

........ ' ............................................... , ....... -., ............ $ ................... . 

: ' ............................................................. , ... ........ , 
... _ ............ "' ........ _ .............. -........... _ ..... , ... _--... , ........... . ............. _ .. _ .. . 
......... -.................. ~ ................................... , .......... , 
............................................................ , .......... , 
.. ..................................... -.- ... _- .................. , .... _-.. , 
...................................................................... , ........ , 

................ _ ..................................................... , ............ , ....... ............ ......... 

I 
I 

. Su,!!monlng Jl.!rY. $1.00 (no mileage) ............•. 

Subpoena, 15 cents each ... _ ........................... .. 

Total Witness' Fees $ ................... . 

MISCELLANEOUS COSTS 
(Unusual Items) 

S .. ; ... :::L.: ....... . • 1 
J 
I 

MiI.ag., 7e per mil ........................................ . 

.... _ ..... _ .. _ ... _ .. _ .. _ ................. _ .. _ ........... _ .. _ ........................................... . 
Totol Constable's Fees $ ................... . 

JURY FEES--Gl.,. N • .,.. 
F .. 52.00 per davl Mileage lOe one Wt:/i. (Sec. 339.23) 

.................. 1 :.............................................. • .. _ .............. . 

.................. 2:.............................................. . ................... . 
3: ................... .......................... . ............................... 

Total Jury Fees $ .................... . 

.• PHYSICIAN'S~AND SURGEON'S FEES 
(Glv. !)10m .. ond Add~) . . ........................... _ ......................................... _ ................... . $ ................... . 

.......... , .. _ ........... ,. .......... _ ............................................... . . .............. .......... . 

Total Physlclon's ond Surgeon's Fees $ ...•................ 

............................................................................................. . , 

........................ 

Total Miscellaneous Costs $ ................... . 

RECAPITULATION 
$.}..~.~ .9.:? ..... Coroner's Fees 

Constable's F.es ........................................... . 

Juror's Fees ..•...............•....................••............ 

Physician's Fees ......................... _ ............ : ..... . 

Reporter's Fees ...... ; .................... .................. . 

Witness Fe.s ............................ : ......... ........... . 

Miscellaneous Costs ....................................... . 

.. ...................... _ ........................... _ .................... -............................. .. ............ ...... . 

Total Amount of Claims $;1,1 •. 6.5 ....... . 
I swear thot the above account Is just and tNe, Is under authority of low and has not be.n pOid, or any part thereof. I moke 

this statement for the purpose of obtaining payment of said claim. 

Subscribed and sworn ta befoc-e me thls .... ll:Lh ........ ~hy of ........ ·leb. ...... -{-:).;, .. T~."Ji.'t .... . ~ .... , ~.s.9. ... .. 
.... ;;..f.l.l~h ... ~I;A ... Smiley: ... J & ••• DA .. Lc.tiur:: ........... , Coroner. . ........... ./IS.~.J;,: •. k.y.J~~r.Y.h)::-~ ............. . 

II ~ ! II !;" i ; ; 



" -

· .... 
The body 'of Cha.rles H. Holley i~as clothe'd in an outer jacket of yellm.; l eather
like material in which 4 seams in the back were split almost full length. The 
skull was split medially in the forehead and this extended into the vertex 
region. Approximately half the brain tissue ioTas ~9sent- .. Ther~ was bleeding 
from both ears , ' and, the face sO~led multi?le lacerations . The consistency of 
the chest was soft due to extehsive crushing injury to the bony structure . 
The left forearm was fractured 1 3, the way u~ f rom the t~ist and the right 
elbow was fractured . Both thighs and legs showed multi?le fractures . There 
was a small laceration of the scrotum. 

Personal effects found with the body are listed on a senarate sheet in this 
r e-port . t ' 

Finger . ints lere taken of the deceased f or pur?o~es ' of identific .t ion . 

(See att ched re ort of in :estigation) , 

A t::t:JfY'I of the transcript of fees has been sent to the County Aud itor. A copy of this report is filed with the: Clerk of the 
District Court. A copy of each Is filed or recorded In the Coroner's Docket. ". 

I, •. ~::~.~~._~.: •• _~._~l~z_ .. !'::_ .. ~.: ... ~:'~,~!"!,~~,_"_",, Coroner of •••••.•••• ~.~::.::~ ... ?~.~.? ........... , ........... cou~fy, Iowa, on 
.... 

the ......•. ~~.~ ..... doy Of •....• ... ~~~.: .............................. , 19.?~ .•.. , hereby certify that the above 

diligent InvestiOO,tlon and I believe them to be oorrect. • .......... e?~ ..... ?. .. T ............ ~.. .... ..~., Coroner 

Autopsyfiles.org - Buddy Holly Autopsy Report

http://www.autopsyfiles.org

· .. 
The body 'of Charles H. Holley ,~as clothed in an outer jack t of yellOtoJ" lea ther
like material in which 4 seams in the back were split almost full length. 'l'he 
skull was split medially in the forehead and this extended into the vertex 
r egion. .pproximately half the brain tissue 'Has ~9sent .. Ther~ was bleeding 
from both ears , ' and. the face s l;lovled roult i-ole lacerations . The consistency of 
the chest was soft due to extensive crushing injury to the bony structure . 
The left forearm was fractured 1 3 the way UJ f rom the t~ist and the right 
elbow was fractured . Both thighs and legs showed multi~le fracture s . There 
was a small laceration of the scrotum. 

Personal effects found wit h the body are listed on a se ar ate sheet in this 
r e-port . 

Fin"er1 ints "\iere taken of the deceased. f or purpoSes ' of identi ~ic . tion . 

(See att ched r e ort of in 'estigation) 

A copy of the transcript of fees has been sent to the County Aud itor. A copy of this report is filed with the: Clerk of the 
District Court. A copy of each Is filed or recorded In the Coroner's Doeket. , . 

I, •• ~::~.?_0._~.: .. _~._~l7,;y'}.. .. ~:_ .. p'.:_.!!'?!.~!!.;:~._ .. __ .I Coroner of ••...•..•• ~~!:.:~ ... ?~~.? ....................... cou~ty, Iowa, on 
.... 

the ........ ~~ .••..... doy Of •.•••• .•• ~~~.~ •. .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 19.?~ ••.. , hereby certify that the above 

diligent investioo.tion and I believe them to be correct. . ......•... (f(.~ ..... ? .. :r ....... -... ~.. .. .. ..~., Coroner 




