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Date October 5, 1970 TIme0935 Hours

i performed an outopsy on the body of  JANIS JOPLIN

ot OFFICE OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINZR-CORORER, HiLL OF JUSTICE,

103 AKCELES, CALIFORNIA

and from the enatamic findings and pertinent history | ascribs the death 1oy

ACUTE HZROIN-MORPHINE INTOXICATION

DUE TO: INJECT;ON OF OVERDOSE

Final 'Oct. 28, 1970

T =

Al TOMICAL SUMMARY

I. Pulponary edema and congestion.
II. YVisceral congestion.
III. lleedle marks, arms, bilateral.

IV, Zatty metamorphosis of liver,

P

EXTERHAL EMAMINATION:

The unembalmed body is that of a Cau
stated age of 27. A tattoo of a bra
left wrist., A small tattoo of a Ilo
lateral malleclus on the right heel.

casian Female, appearing the

celet is present around the

wer 1s present just behind the
There is also a small heart -

tattooed ovey end medial to y the left breast. Numerous needle marks

are present in the arms bilaterally,
and on the left lateral anterior mar
there zppears to be at least two fre
laterel margin of the left arm. The
-appeers to be, old needle marks and
origin. An.old surgical scar is pre

both in the antecubitel fossa

gin of the leit arm. Cm sectioni=ngz,
sh hemorrhagic areas on the
antecubital fossa shows, what

sone are of relatively recent

sent in the right lower guadrant

of the ebdomen., There is a slight amount of bloody materizl present

in the mouth and on further examinat
micesa is noted. ije evidence of maj

ion, some disruption of the
or trauza or of violence is

preseat. The hair is of moderate length and shows a varying shade :

of, Irom blond to brunette. The eye

5 are blue and show noderate -

dilatation of the pupils, 7The external genitalia is female. . There
is scze irregular dependent livor with pressure changes chisfly on
the l=ft side, suggesting body rest on the laft side.
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JANIS JOPLIN
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INTERNLL EXAMINATION, INCISION:

The usual Y-sheped incision is esployed, There is no accumulation
of blood or fluid in either abdominal or thorecic Spaces. The
organs appear in their usual positions.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:

The larynx, trachea, and bronchi show moderate congestion of nucosa,
A smpall amount of fosmy materizl is present in the upper portion

of the trachea and continues toward ihe lower portion.. The rignt
lung weighs 550 grems; left 500 grams. The cut surfaces show carked
congesticn and edema, bilaterally, tus no definite recognizable
henorrhage or consolidation, Pulmonary vessels are grossly norzal.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The aorta and its branches show no significant arteriosclerosis.

The heart weighs 300 grams, lies within a smooth pericardial sac.

The epicardial and endocardial surfacss are smooth. The coronary
arteries show no significant arteriosclerosis, The valve appearances
and sizes are grossly nermal, The cut suriaces of myocardium show
no recognizable old, recent, or fresh Infarct, Venous system shows
no gross abnoermalities.

KEWIC AND LYMPHATIC SYSTEM:

Thé aédominal and mediastinal nodes sre not remarkably enlarged.
The spleen weighs approximately 250 go2ms, has a red-purple parenchyma
and a smooth capsule,

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM: d

The esophagus shows no gross abnormzlities. Tha stomach contains

a small emount of fluid and partially digested food particles.

The small bowel and colon are grossly normal. The appendix shows

no gross abnormality. The pancreas nas the usual lobular yellow—

tan eppearance. The liver weighs 2030 grams and has a smooth cepsule.
The perenchyma is yellowish-brown and shows some glisbning of the
surface. There is no significent accantuation of lobules or increese
in figrous components, The gallbladder and biiiary tree are grossly
normal.

UROGENITAL SYSTEM:

The Kidneys weigh: Right 180 grams; left 170 grams. The capsules
strip with ease, The cortex is up to 4 or 5 mno. in thickness. The
pelves, ureters, and urinary bladder zre grossly normal, The uterus
contains en intra-uterine contracepvive device, of the serpentine-
type. The endometrium is yellow~-tan and is sozevhat shaggy. The
uterine, tubes, and pvaries show no gross abnoroalities.
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ENDOCjINE SYSTEM:

The adrenals show no recognizable abnormality. The thyroid weighs
approxirately 78 grams and has the usual glistening pinkish-tan
appearance. The pituitary shows no gross abnormality.

SKULL AKD CEXTRAL WERVOUS SYSTEM:. 3

The scelp, calvarium, and dura sre free of abnormality: The brain
welghs 1450 zrams., The erteries at the base show no significant

" arteriosclercsis. The leptomeninges are moderately congested, -
Mualtiple sections through cerebrum, cerebellum, midbrain znd pons
show no recognizable hemorrhage, infarct, or neoplasm. The

ventriculer system is normal in size.

JUSCULOSKZLETAL SYSTEM:

No gross defermities of the extremities are noted. The subcutaneous
tissues and skin surfaces, bilaterally, show multiple needle marks
in the arms., The lower extremities show no gross abnormzlity.

The rib.cage show no recognizable fractures, The thoracic and
lumba; spine appear grossly normal,

TOXICOLOGY:

Specimen of dlood, liver, kidney, stomach contents, gallbladder
contenis and urine, are submitted for toxicological study. Routhe
hold and —icroscopic sections are alsoc taken.

DAVID M, FATSUYMMA,C¥,D,

DEPUTY MEDICAL EXAMINER
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LABORATORY DIVISION

REPORT OF TOXICOLOGICAL ANALYSIS . S
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
HALL OF JUSTICE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Coroner's No........ 1.0=104563

Janls Jonlin

Qectober £, 1970 Time - 8 AJM.

Autopsy Surgeon D. Katsuysma, l1.D,
Material Submitted: Blood X Liver X - Stomach X
Brain Lung Lavage
. Femur Spleen - UrineX
% ) Kidney X Sternum Bile X
| 3
Drugs 'rsu a e gﬂdﬂﬂfé‘dscnpy gl the record &
‘ * pears tne szl of ha Deparment of
Lebgratery Findings: ( Sror.at Lngrhined i puple ink.
“ AN
L e T ety
1. Blood: Ethanol ';)Ll]i ;gercent
HEL,
& r CCRONER
2, Blood: Barbitura%:d;% c GSUNTY, GALIFORNIA
Urine: HMasthadons absent
Urine: PFhenothlazine absent
3. Urine: Aamphetemine and Methamphetamine absent
Blood: Librium and Velium absent
L. Blood: Absance of IIo].udaf, Heprobanate, Doriden,
Soma and Quaalude
5. Blood: Codsins absent
Blood: Morphine 0.02 mz. percent
Bila: Codeine absent :
Bile: }'OT‘uf‘*ne 1.5 mg. percent (Free orphine)
Analysed by 1 Erie S..Hrieht /7 W/s‘_ﬂ oxxculogxst Date... 10-4=70
Analysed by 2 Jack Villsudy ‘?%)oﬂcoloﬂs* Date. 10-5-70
Analysed by 3. Is Perk [ﬁ % To)dcolog‘;:f Date lo-é_':ro
S A e =iy 5
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! COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPART:ENT OF CHIEF LEDICAL EXANMINER-CORCNER
PRELTMINARY ZXAMINATICH REPORT

o | 70 -
Name 7 2AJ/F JOPL A Case MNo. 10 4 63
RIGOR MORTIS: : " TEMPERATURE :

{
NECK . ENVIRONMENT TEMPERATURE = g p
o , AM
~nterior flexion o) DATE_ 06T 4~ 1970 TIHE =L/ PH
Fosterior flexion 0o ; j
Right lateral flexion __O ___  LIVER TEMPERATURE = £ F

Left lateral flexion £ g :
T WHERE TAKEN M HLL ar Jid rece

JAW: (5 HIP: ; AM
SHOULLER >~ KNEE: — DATE /fo-¥-72  TnE L3295 py
ELBOW: :t ANKLE : .
WRIST: £ ’ :

|

j LIVOR MORTIS:

Use shading on diagrams to illustrate location.
Describe intensity of coloration. (use scale)

Permanent or blanches under pressure? Describe.
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES MEDICAL REPORT

OFFICE OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMIMNER-COROMNER 7
7 oy It B 0-104463
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, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
i DEPARTMENT OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER - CORONER
Janis Joplin MEDICAL REPORT Casa No.  70-10463

e

10-5-70 | De. iy

| CONTINUATION SIEET
f
I

1100 hrs !- Arrived at decedent's residence (7047 Franklin- Avenue,
Apt. 105) with Dr. Noguchi, Dr. Katsuyama and William
Lystrup for further investigation, public Administrator
seal broken and apartment entered by above. !

1110 hrs |- Gauze noted on decedent's bed; gauze found in waste
© basket in livingroom with apparent dried blood residue,

1120 hrs |- The end of a red balloon or rubber glove was found in

; 2 waste basket in decédent's kitchen containing a white
powder. A large disposable towel was found with
apparent dried bloed residue with below evidence.

1140 hrs - An apparent hype kit consisting of a teaspoon with
black smudge, a small piece of cotton and dried
residue; a needle and plastic syringe containing a
clear liquid and a paper package containing a brownish
white powder was found in the top right dresser drawer
in decedent's livingroom. Also found in the drawer
was a plastic bag containing possible marijuana, and

a small plastic bag with 4-1/2 small white tablets
"Lilly 172." .

1200 hrs All above evidence was impounded and brought in and
decedent's residence was locked and ra-sealed by the

undersigned.
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