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FLERGLE, Dylan Dr. Salloway

FIMAL AMATOMIC DIAGMOSES

1 Throogh and through close coRtact calibre gunahot
wound invelving tha left side of the head (region of tha
left tesple) associated with:

. Brain Injuriss - lacerationa and contusions
B. Skal]l fractules
€. Gobdural hesorrasge

- Aepiratics blood lowsr mireay and lungs

COMMENT: The autopsy findings in thie cass reveal that ths causa
of death is due to brain injuries secondary to s cloee contact,
large ecalibre, thr and throwgh gunehot wound involving Lhe
left mide of che Esad, This gumebot wound is conalarest with
self-infliction.
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Bed . WD,
Feranale Pathologisar
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This autopsy 15 verformed in the Jefferson County Coroner's
Cificea in Goldesn, Colorsds on (M22/9% AC 10:30 a.m. This
auLapEy ig dope ak bhe Eaguast =f Dr. lh.n=-l-,l Bode.gun, tEke Corcner
of Jeffarson Courty. The identif.ication was made by
fingerprints. Concerning location, this body i identified as
#li. m™Membmcs of che Jeffecrson County Sheriff s Ioparcment

ﬂtitrded the autopsy. I an agsisted in the astopsy by Mr. Fob
Kulbacki.

HISTORY: Thie i she cage o a 1%-year-old, white male wha is
allegedly a victim of a self-infl cted gqunskot wound to the head.
The L.t.'cr:ﬂmt. wasg found dead in the library at Columbine High
gcheocl. and the ceoth SccurrTed on 04728/9%. Ko ocher history 1s
avallable at the time of autopsy.

EXTERHAL EXAMINATION: The body ifr clothed In a black T-shiro
with rka inacriprion "Hyarh® asvass rhe front; a hlack gleve on
the lef: hapd with the fingers cut away; blue-green plalid boxer
snorts; plack parts with a black belt vhich have been partially
cut away, white ascsa, and black boote A lerze calibre, copper-
racketed pullet is present in the right boot. This is given to
the Sherzff's C¢fficer along with the cicthing. DPresent on the
lelc booy was a xed star mdellion containing o sickle and a
hammer . Elack avspanders were in clogse provimity of the hody.
This is cthe unemkbalmed, well-developed, well-naurished,
rauranized bhody of A whine Rale appearing consistent wibth Ehe
gratan age of ]'3 Hdeight ie measured it 74.2/3%: wwight isg 143
poondes. FRigor is minimal In the neck anﬂ the rignt lower
exiremity: abgent in ithe oLher bBreag o! the I:l-n:i}" Faing —eddish-
purpic lLivor is gct over the dorsal nspucts of the body with
apprepriate bianching of che pressure points.

HEAD: The svalp is covered by lowg, Lhick, blood-stained, brown
hair which meagures &* in length at the apex. Fraesnt an the
ieit gide of the head, in the region of the tenple,, 1/4" above
and 34" AnCerioy To the Je&fc eAr, Lig 4 clrdular, largs Salibre
ertrance fups of gunahel wannd The ward ig purrsandsed by
marginal zbrasion, and what appears to be gr, alchough there
is exteraive drying artifacst which makes this deternmigation
doffigule., There aco amall Irrm;ulir izars in the wountd marqains .,
The perforated area of the wound neasures 3/4" in diameter; the
marginal abrasiorn 1-31/4* in diameter. There is no powder
slippliog assuciaced with che wousd. For ideptilicat.omn
purpoeses, this wound vill be referred o as "A* . FPrezene or che
right laceral surface of the head, 172" anterior to the mid-
porsion of che right eas, 13 & gensrally circulay axit Lype af
guaghot sound ghowing irregulay tearing of the margine. Thie
wound measures 1/2" in dianster. No mirginal abrasion or powder
residue are obseyved. For identification purpcses, this wound
will e gelersed Co as "B". EBais = Lix eors are Lntacl. Both
ears are blood stained. Eyes - the eysbrows are brows. The
gcleras are white. The irides are Bluish-gray. The pupils are
round, messure 7 mE, and are dlrecced ancer.orly. The

conjunck Lvas are p-n't-u- R bptwwwaubospilssoionrikital reddish.-purple
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contugions are pregent. Nose - Lhe rose is externally

gnremarkable. The nagal passoges sontsin bloody [luid. The
goptum™ 18 Lo the midline. Mouth - the lips are veddigh-purple
with some drying arvifact, There ie a Blond mustacke on the
ugper lip, The oral muccus membranes are tan and moist. The
tongue 15 reddish-prown and finely granular without evidence of
Tezerationg or contusions. The teeth are in 3 good state of
denral repaivr, Thers 13 a smal]l amcunt of hemovrhagic fluld in
1he oraj cavicy. ¢Chin - a Blond beard, fashioned in & goacee,
iewnlves the chiin. Dried Elocd ssears the fovenead; cthare are
dried bleood flow pasterns axtending acrosa both sides of che face
in a predoninenily hovizontal plane.

HECE: The external surface of the neck revesls no ovidence of
infury., The neck organs are ia the aidiine without palpable
MmMarges.

CHEET: The ches: demansirates & noreal anterior-poasterior
Ghlamatler. No exiternal frauma iz presernt. The Lreasts are noreal
emsle., Palpacine the chest reveals neo inatabilacy. The axillise
are npegacive 10 obmeervation and paleoarion., A noderate amount of
EBrowa hair is present in bosh axillae,

ABDOMEN: The abdomen is flaL. Ho external LYBUMa 18 DPresent.
There is some green discoloration of the lower abdomen due Lo
sazly decompozition. Pregent in the right uprer guadrant of Lhe
abdomen, 1 a linear, horizontal scar which measpres 3* in
lenyth, Palpating che abkdomen reveals no organcomegaly O Sasses.

GERITALIA: A normal appearing mole, brown, genital hoir pattess
ip precent. The panis 16 ol noreal size. shape, and positlion;
gcircumciged. Both tescicles are bilaterslly descended im their
respective scrotal sacs without palpable masges. There is
pestmortem dryving arcifasce on the antericr surfacé of the
BoYOLLLMm. -

BACK: The external surface of the pack revepls no evaidence of

trauma., Theé anug iz intact without anvy unusual dilacation o
RO

EXTEEMITIES: The upper extremities are intact. The nails are
intact, short and cléan. A silver-cclored ving with a black
ELoNe 15 preseént on the ring finger of the lefty hand. There is
accentueted dark purple livor involving the portions of the
fingers external to the glove on the Jeft hand. Present on the
leteral aszpect of the left hand involving che chemp and maddle
finger are geveral small redd:sh-Brown abrasions, esasuring 178
ir diaester. Pramant averlying the prox:mal xXnuckle of The index
Tingey of the vight hand 18 & purplie contusion which alsec
imvolves & portion of the nandg, and measures i-1/4" in gize. The
forecarms are unremarxable. The antecusital fossas reveal no
evidence of recent needle punciuze mares or SCars. The upper
arms are intact and unremarxanle grossly. The lower extremities
are :ntact. Préseni on the anlericr aspect of the proximal



pertion of the right lower extremity are several tiny healing
reddish-brown abrasicns. There iz a cluster of three wellow-
brown centusions on the antericor-lateral aspect of Ehe right
lowey leg, wvarying in size from 174" to 1%, Present om the
lgteral pspect of che left knee iz B cluster of Three vellow-
brown contusicns, wvarying in size from 174" to 5/8". The scles
of the feet are intact anc wnremarkable grossly.

Alsc present in close proximity to the body, in the body bag,

were the following personal effects: a pierced earring, a
griver-polored pockat watch, and a beaded cloth necklace.

IRTERNAL EXAMINATION: ‘Through the usual Y-shaped incision, a
thin layer of yellow subcutaneous adipese rigssue and reddigh-
brown musculacure are rewvealed, The diaphragmes are intact and
arch to the level of che Sth left intercoetal space arnd the 4&th
right inter<ostal space. The peritonedl Cavity conkéins no
unusual accumulacion of fluid. The lining is smooth, gray and
giistening., The viscera and omentum are normally disposed.

PLEURAL BPACEE: The plevral Spaces are without any unusual
accumulation of fluid. The parietal pleurae are smooth, gray and
glistening. The bony structures of the chest are intact and
ynremarkable giesaly, The <lavicles are imtact. There iz no
goft tissue indury invelvirg the chest wall., The pericardial
f8 intact. The lumen contains= 10 e of clear fluid.  The
éﬂricarﬁium is smooth, gray and glistening.
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ﬁ‘E!'H.'I.TE: Eight (8] grams of pink, lobular, firm, thymic tissu
:gnreaent in the anterior-superior medizstinal space.
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ﬁ!ﬂ:: The lumen of the upper esophagus and pharynx is patent.
The mucosal surface is tan and wrinkled. The lumen of the upper
fegpiratory tract contains biood. The mucosal swrface is car: ond

gmooth. The hyoid bone and cricothyroid cartilages are intaet.

THYROID: The thyroid is of normal size, shape, and position, and
has a reddish-brown, lobular, firm, gross appearance. The
cervical vercvebrae are intacc. There is no chstxuction to the
posterior nasopharynx or the posterior aspect of the oral cavity.
The major vessels of the neck are intact and unrerarkable
grossly. There is no soft tissue hemorrhage in the neck.

HEART: The heart is intact and weighs 300 grams. The epicardial
surfpce is reddiskh-brown, smooth, and glistening. Minimal
ancunts of epicardial yellow fat are presenc, %The myocardium is
reddish-brown and firm without aross evidence of fibrosis or
goftening. The wventricular walls are of normal thickness, The
endocardial surface is reddish-brown, smooch, and glistening.
Early subendocardial flame type hemorrhages are present in the
lefr wentricle. The cardiac wvalves are intact., The valve
leaflets are thin and fully pliable. The valve circumferences
are normal for chiz size hears. The chordae tendineae are tan
and delicate. The papillary muscles are intact. The foramern
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ovale ig closed. The EEYTSY ¥ESEUR"TE THtact. The vercricular

geptum 15 intact. The coronary ostia are in & normal anatomic
pcaiticn and widely patent. Th: coronary arteries demonstrate a
normal anatomic distribusion with normal gross fearures.

RORTA: The acrta is intact and of norwal course and celibre
cthroughout. The intimal surface iz can and smooth, Tre wall is
thin and elastic. The main abdominal tributaries are intact.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: The lumen of the lower respiratory tract
centains blecd. The mucosal surface is tan, smoorh and blood
stained. The Jungs are mildly hwperaerated. The pleural
surfaces are pink. reddish-purple. smooth and glistenirg., The
lungs cogether weigh B50 grams,. Serial sections reveal soft,
spongy, aildiy hyperaerated lung tlssue showing evidence of
vascular congestion, early pulmopary edema, and aspirated blood.
The pulmnary arteries are intact without evidence of
thromboepko.ic digeagse. The pulmonary veins empty incte the left
atrium ir a normal fashion.

GASTROINTESTIMAL ESY¥STEM: The esophague is of normal course and
calibre throughout. The lumen is patent. The mucogal surface is
tan with longitudinal furrowing, The wall is thin. The stomach
is in a rormal armacomic position. The lumen contains 160 =c of
yallow-arange, liguid, gastric contente containing fragments of
what appears to be portato skins. The mucosal surface is tan witk
intact Tugae- e paptic vlser diseses &r Lumor sro nobed
grosgly. The small bowel demonstrates a normal apatomic
discribution with normal gross leatures. The appendix is present
and unrenarkable grcesly. The large bowel demonstrates & normal
aratomic distributicn with normal grose features.

EFLEEN: The spieen 15 intact and weighs 180 grams. The sxrcernal
eurface & purple and esmcsth. Serial sectisne reveal a fizm,
reddish-purple., splenic parenchyma.

LIVER: The liver 15 intact and weighs 1300 grams. The external
surface ig reddish-brown, semooth, and glistening. Serial
gections reveal a firm, reddiah-brown, lobular, normal appearirg,
iivey tissue.

GALLBLATDDER: The gallbladder iz intact. The lumeén containg 12
oo of cloudy yellow-brown, liould bile. The sicogal surface is
gmooth and bile stained. The cystic duct and common bile duct
are intact and patent throughou:. The portal vein, splenic vein,
and supericr mesenteric vein are intact and patent.

PRAHCREAS: The pancreas i3 ol normal size, shape, and pusition,
and has a tan, lobular, soft, partialiy autolyzed, gross
appearance,

ADRENALS Boch adrenals AP YARRYEYCed, Serial secticns reveal
& cthin yellow cortex and gray madulls.



KIDNEYS: Both kidneyd $¥E YHEREIRYEH™ "Ple tapsule: sErip
eapily. The lefc Kidnev weighe 160 grame:; the right kidney
weighs 150 grams. The corticel surfaces are reddish-brown and
gecochi. Bivalving of each kidney reveals a well-demarcated,
reddigsh-brown cortex and medulla., The renal papillae are normal.
There is no calyceal scarring. There is no unusual pelvic
dilatation. Beth ureters are present, patent, and uniform in
diamerer throughout.

BLADDER: The biadder is intact. The lusen coantains 20 coc of
clear yellow urine. The bladder mucosa is tan apd wripkled, The

prostace, gseminal wvesicles and testicles are intact and
upremarkable grossly.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: Other than the injuries to be described
under thne head, no other significant injlries are observed.

LYMPHATICS: Ko gross abnormalicy.

VENOUS SYSTEM: There 15 no evidence of hepatic vein, renal vein,
or portal wein cthrombosis., The superior and inferior wvena cavae
are intact.

CENTRAL HERVOUS SYSTEM: Reflection of the scalp reveals wound
Ltracts in the sofc tissues involving both the left and right side
of cthe head in the temporal areas, There appears to be scme
powder staining of the soft tissues comprising the margin of the
wound tract an the left side of che head, There iz alsa a
ventugion measuring 1-1/2" on the apex of the scalp. There is a
circuiar pericration which is bewveled imward inmvoiving che left
cemporal bone. There is a circelar perforaticm which is beveled
gutward involving the right cemporal bome. MNumercus fractures
radiace from the circular perforations. Removal of a portion of
the calvarium reveals no epidural hemerrhage. 40 cc of subdural
remorzhage overlies the right cercioral hemisphere apd on the
pndersurface of this hemisphere. There ls no subarachnolid
kemorrhaoce, There are comtusions on the undersurface of both
temporal lobes. There is a wound tract acryoss the vndersurface
of che btﬂin;;in?ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁm 1 cerebral hemispheres in ) the temporal .
ard frortal arsus, L5“51n demonstrates laceration and aome
puiverizetion of brain tissue involving the previously mentioned
areas. The brain welghs 1500 grams. Serial sectioning the
cerebral cortex, the midbrain, the pone, the medulla, the spinal
eoyd, che cerebellum and the pizuitary reveals internal injury o
the brain involwing the anterior aspects of both cerebral
hemispheres involving the frontal and temporal areas; and there
is ipjury to the midbrain with predominancly contusion. There is
no avidenece of any underlvying diseace of tne brain. Examination
of the base of the skull reveals a transverse basal skull
fraccure that involves both temporal fossa amd intercopnecte
across the sphenolid bone in the region of the sella turcica. €1
and €2 are intact. The pdontoid ligament and odontolid processes
are intact. Removal of thevduracofespthe lefr side of the head
reveals powder staining (scot) in the maérgins of the dura



adjacent to the pertoriredccared GEoidyay Repot
TOXICOLOGEY

Blood: I obtained two gray-stoppered Eest tubes of blood from
tne heart.

Urine: 7 obtained two gray-stoppered Last cubes of urine,

Gascric Contents: 1 ohtained two gray-stoppered teat tubes and
one red-stoppered test tubs of gastric contents.

Vitreous Humor: [ obtained one gray-stoppered test tube of
vitreous humor.

Bile: 1 obtained one gray-stoppered test tube of bile.

Approximacely 100 grams of liver and kidney were also obiained
and will be frozen.

TRACE EVIDENCE:
Hair: I obtained random samples of scalp hair and pubic hair.

cbtained scalp hair adjacent o the wounds invelving the righ:
and left =siges of cthe head. .

[

Kalil Scrapings: I obtalined nails scrapings of both hands.

Elood: I obtained one yellow, one purple and one red-stoppered
test tube of bleod from the heart.

All of thes trace evidence, with the exception of the blood
samples, are given to the Jefferson County Sheriff‘s Gfficers
upon complecion of the autopsy. The blood samples for any
evidentiary nead are going to be astored aleng with.the boxicology
epecimens for up to a year,

X-EAY EXAMIMATION: Revealed no evidence of retained bulletcs.
WOUND SUMMARY : '

The wound of entvance (& designated wound "A" in the régien of
the lefit temple. The projectile penetrated the cranium through
the lefc zemporal bome; extended across the undersurface of both
cerebral hemispheres; exicing the head through the right cemporal
bone. The perforated area on the left aide is beveled inwarzd;
the perforated area on the right side is beveled cutward. Powder
ig apsociated with the wound on the left side of the head. The
projectile Eraveled lLefr to vight slightly frent co bBack aed
slightly downward., The characteristics of the wound are
conaistent with a large colibre weapon; with a close comtacst
range of fire; consistent wich self-infliction.

http://www.autopsyfiles.org

The wound ig fconsisternt with 5 mm ammunition.
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HLEBOLD, Dylan Dr. Galloway

MICROSCAPICE -

Heari: Hormal histolocic [eatures,

Lurg: Secticns reveal iatra-alveslar edema.
myver: Sections reveal moderate autolveic.
Kidney: Sections reveal mlerale gubelysis.
Spleen: Normal histolegic featurss.
hirensl: Mermal hieteleogic features.
Thymus: Normal hiscologlc Eeacurss.

Thyroid: Hormal histologic features.

Stemach: Sectlene revaal esrly autclyeis invelving the gaetric
mucosea .

Brain: Sectiocns reveal fragmentation and intraparenchymal
hemorzhage.

Entrance Wournd B: Secticore arvre of gkin revealing a central
deeply penetrating wound associsvsd «ith a few scactersc
fragmenzs of powder residue in the deeper margins ol the wound.

Dura: Sections reveal scattered focl of powder TEEJ.du- adnering
Ex &1e Bide of the dural surface.

TORICOLDCY &

Elond Alecohcl Necative

Blood Drug fcre=en - Gae Chromatography/Maso Spectroscopy
Acld Neutral Extract We drugs debecbed
Baslc Exbrect Wo drugs detected
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Urine Drug Screen Magacive
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