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HISTORY

Inm’gmn COURTNEY BOUCHIE, D-ABMDI

At 1151 hours on Saturday, September 27, 2014, medical staff at Hospice House in Poland, Ohio, reported the
death of James Traficant, a 73-year-old white male, who was involved in a tractor rollover accident on
September 23rd. Nurses reported that the Traficant family wished to honor James’ wishes as a registered organ
and tissue donor. I spoke with the decedent’s wife, Patricia Traficant, and advised her that we would
coordinate with LifeBanc of Cleveland, Ohio. The body and medical records were transported to the Mahoning
County Coroner’s Office and first responder reports were obtained.

According to their records, the Goshen Township Police Department responded to the Traficant family farm at
165 South Range Road at 2000 hours on Tuesday, September 23, 2014, where they found James Traficant
underneath an over-turned 1943 Ford Tractor (see Traffic Crash Report # 18-14-6904.) Officers documented
that Mr. Traficant was backing up the tractor into a barn and traveled 141.6 feet in reverse when the tractor’s
rear end struck a steel three point blade resting on the ground and caused the tractor to overturn. Mr. Traficant
was entrapped for an estimated five minutes upon the arrival of the Green Township Emergency Medical
Services at 2002 hours. According to Medic David Blevins, Mr. Traficant was found supine on the ground
under the tractor with his legs bent and his knees nearly touching his chest; the tractor rested on the lower
extremities and did not appear to touch the head, neck, chest, or abdomen. The tractor was manually rolled
upright, resuscitative efforts were initiated, and Mr. Traficant had a return of pulses en route to the hospital.

James Traficant was in respiratory arrest upon his admission to Salem Community Hospital at 2034 hours on
September 23, 2014. An EKG demonstrated wide complex tachycardia with ST elevation. Physicians noted
swelling and a 2 centimeter laceration near the left eye. No other traumatic injuries were noted. Mr. Traficant
was stabilized and transferred by Stat MedEvac helicopter to the Trauma Center at St. Elizabeth’s for further
treatment. His condition was listed as “critical.”

James Traficant was admitted to St. Elizabeth Hospital in Youngstown at 2129 hours on September 23, 2014,
for respiratory failure, cerebral anoxia, mild hypotension, and hypothermia. His medical history was significant
for diabetes mellitus, hypertension, and coronary artery disease. An EKG demonstrated no ST elevations and
physicians noted “no clear evidence of a myocardial infarction or acute coronary occlusion.” Blood screens
were negative for alcohol. X-rays demonstrated fractures of the left ribs and CT scan reports suggested a
fracture of the left zygomatic and/or nasal bone; no intracranial or pelvic injuries were noted. James Traficant
was admitted to the intensive care unit for further treatment.

On September 25, 2014, Mr. Traficant began to exhibit developing sepsis and seizure-like activity. Neurology
consultations identified minimal brainstem functions with no evidence of higher cortical function. His
prognosis for a meaningful neurological recovery was listed as both “extremely guarded” and “very poor.” On
September 26th, family members advised medical staff that James would not want to be in a persistent
vegetative state and expressed their wishes to withdraw aggressive care. James Traficant was transferred to
Hospice House in Poland for palliative care and was pronounced deceased at 1117 hours on September 27,
2014.

In accordance with the decedent’s wishes, on September 27, 2014, LifeBanc recovered multiple tissues for the
purposes of donation.

On September 29, 2014, the case was reviewed and an autopsy was conducted by forensic pathologist Joseph
S. Ohr, M.D. Photographs were taken of the body and a DNA blood standard was made. Blood, vitreous, and
urine specimens were collected and submitted with ante-mortem hospital specimens for toxicological analysis.
At the request of Patricia Traficant, the body and personal effects were released to Rossi and Lellio Funeral
Home upon completion of the examination. Scene photographs were obtained from the Goshen Township
Police Department and were reviewed by Dr. Ohr.

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby certify that the foregoing is the investigative information of the above
investigator and myself over the deceased body of __JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.  pronounced dead
within Mahoning County, Ohio and whose death was the result of criminal or other violent means, or by
casualty, or by suicide or suddenly when in apparent health, or in any suspicious or unusual manner.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and
affixed my seal of office at Youngstown, Ohio this _13th____
day of _ FEBRUARY 2015 (N

(Seal)
Coroner, M tate of Ohio
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(Cor8 Rev. 2-86) CORONER'’S FINDINGS (O.R.C.313.12,17)

IN THE INQUEST OVER THE DEAD BODY OF JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.
INQUEST NO. __22330 , BEFORE _DAVID M. KENNEDY. M.D. , CORONER
THE STATE OF OHIO, MAHONING COUNTY.

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the 27th day of SEPTEMBER 20 14
information was given me, __DAVID M. KENNEDY, M.D. , Coroner of Mahoning County,
Ohio, that the dead body of JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR. a person whose

death was the result of criminal or other violent means; or by casualty; or by suicide; or suddenly
when in apparent health; or in any suspicious or unusual manner, had been found within said
County. Whereupon I appeared forthwith at _ MAHONING COUNTY MORGUE

where body was viewed, or caused to be viewed.

Est. Ht. 70INCHES  FEor Wt  225LBS  Race WHITE Eyes BLUE Hair BROWN
Pre-death Identification Findings SEE AUTOPSY REPORT

Photography: No Yes _ XX By Whom _INVESTIGATOR COURTNEY BOUCHIE, D-ABMDI &
GOSHEN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
AUTOPSY FINDINGS TOXICOLOGY - AIT Laboratories
. ) ) Comprehensive Drug Panel
1. Laceration and abrasions of the left face: Hospital specimens; collected 09/23/2014

a. Lacerated left eyelid
b. No injuries of the eye

c. No facial fractures Concentration
2. Left forehead subgaleal contusion: Blood

a. No skull fractures Betamethasone Positive

b. No brain trauma Caffeine Positive

3. Multiple rib fractures:
a. History of cardiopulmonary resuscitation
b. No cardiac trauma
¢. No pulmonary injuries
d. No hemothorax
e. No pneumothorax
4. Dilated cardiomyopathy
5. Mitral valve prolapse
6. Coronary artery disease
7. Atherosclerotic vascular disease
8. Bilateral pneumonia
9. Fatty liver
10. Nephrosclerosis
11. Benign prostatic hypertrophy
12. Status post tissue donation

Date of deash: SEPTEMBER 27, 2014 Time of deash: _1117 HOURS
Cause of death: POSITIONAL AND COMPRESSION ASPHYXIA; due to or as a consequence of:
TRAFFIC ROLLOVER

The deceased came to ___ HIS death by reason of ACCIDENT
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MAHONING COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE

DAVID M. KENNEDY, M.D.
345 Oak Hill Avenue, Suite 320
Youngstown, Ohio 44502

Case 22330
Autopsy: M14-78
Name: James A. Traficant Jr., 73 years old; male

Date of Pronounced Death:

Date of Autopsy:

Staff:

CAUSE OF DEATH:

DUE TO:

MANNER:

September 27, 2014 at 1117 hours
September 29, 2014 at 1200 hours

Joseph S. Ohr, M.D., R.Ph.
Forensic Pathologist. Deputy Coroner

Positional and Compression Asphyxia

Tractor Rollover

Accident

AUTOPSY FINDINGS:
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Laceration and abrasions of the left face.
a. Lacerated left eyelid.
b. No injuries of the eye.
c. No facial fractures.
Left forehead subgaleal contusion.
a. No skull fractures.
b. No brain trauma.
Multiple rib fractures.
a. History of cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
b. No cardiac trauma.
c. No pulmonary injuries.
d. No hemothorax
e. No pneumothorax.
Dilated cardiomyopathy.
Mitral valve prolapse.
Coronary artery disease.
Atherosclerotic vascular disease.
Bilateral pneumonia.
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